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Legislature offers student o portunity 
· The Sixty-Third Legislative Session of South Dakota

is In session. As residents of the capital city, we have 
the privilege of having the ler;islature reside here. It 
Is a shame that we do not take advantage of this In­
credible learning resource. 

When 9ol_n9 �Y the capitol, one can usually see 
school busesJrom_all over the state. Many schools 
send �helr'se!'9ior �lass to Pierre so they can observe 
the session for·a day. 

It i�kes_ ina!'ly of these towns half a day to get to 
Pierre and back; ·they also take time to eat. Total time 
at the capitol for some of these students is about an 
hour. · 

· · 

All seniors at Riggs are required to take constitu­
tion class. A couple of weeks during the legislative 
session are spent on mock legislature. This would be 
a wonderful opportunity to have all the seniors at 
Riggs be able to attend a session. 

Riggs students would not have to miss a whole day 
of school to travel; they live here and could spend just 
an hour. It wouldn't have to interfere with the regular 
school day. 

Students who wouldn't be able to attend session 
during school may never have the opoortunity to see 
it. They have after school activities or work. 

The school would not be losing anything by letting 
the students have this field trip. A bus doesn't need. 
to be rented or money supplied for lunch. They would 
gain the satisfaction of broadening students' minds. 

Student should have the opportunity to see the 
legislative session in progress. Through a class may 
be the only chance they get. 

Cami's Column 
Camilla C. Knowlton 

Time is a concept. It is only a measure of the pass­
ing of moments that will not be lived again. It seems 
like the last few years (or maybe even my whole life!) 
have just passed with barely a glimpse of recognition. 
Once time is gone it never returns. The only ·things 
that remain of what has occurred in the past are 
material possessions, memories, mental maturation, 
physical growth, and friends and foes. The past can 
be regretable and there is nothing that can be done 
to change what has happened, but it is possible to use 
the time you have now and in the future to make 
amends with the past. 

Many of us are now NOT at where we thought we 
may be years ago. Things may be better or worse than 
expected. Time that has been spent in good and in 
bad occasions is our ticket to the future. In our grow­
ing, we must experience before we can live. 

As I am now sitting in Physics, It doesn't seem that 
time can go too fast. ·2:07 just doesn't seem in the im­
mediate future, but once it gets here I'll probably 
wonder how time seems like an object being sucked 
In to a vaccuum. You think that it is a dirty object you 
want to get rid of, but once you have lost it for good 
you may with you had it back. 

Everything in life is it's own milestone. A first date, 
report card time (for some this is a matter of live or 
die!!), confirmation, graduation, college, marriage, 
children, job success, over the hill and retirement. It 
all comes and goes without being honored in the ways 
it should:Then again, maybe it is better that we treat 
time as It comes and as it goes. 

' 

Letters to· the Editor 
Dear Editor, 

I think the wrestling team 
should get more publicity. 
THis is probably the b_est 
team Pierre has seen in a 
long time. The final poll has 
them rated fourth in the 
state. There has been only 
one pep rally for them since 
the start of their season. We 
don't know how much they 
would appreciate the 
publicity and recognition by 
the students. Oh, well, 
thanks anyway for a most 
excellent season all you 
matmen. Thanks for 
listening. 

Sincerely, 
Tom Ellefson 

Dear Editor, 
I feel the recent policy of 

not delivering flowers to the 
school should be discuss­
ed. Yes, I know it must get 
pretty crazy in the office, 
especially around holidays 
and other important days, 
and I'm sure that taking 
care of flower delivery is not 
in the secretaries' job 
descriptions, but don't you 
think we could come up 
with alternatives to this 
problem? 

Think about the business 
community and what this 
new policy will do to them, 
and eventually do to us. We 
go out into the businesses 
and ask for donations and 
support, and they have sup­
po rt ed us with many 
things ... Christmas Trees, 
Daisy Chains, etc ... how will 
they reacr 

There are times when 
people wpn't get flowers or 
balloons, but in life I don't 
think things will change if 
"Polly doesn't get a 
cracker!" I feel, and am told 
often that high school is 
preparing "us" for the real 
world ... lf this policy goes 
through · without any 
amendments, then what? 

Some alternatives can be 
explored in this policy. For 
instance; the flower shops 

could deliver at 2:45 pm program here, and not 
and it would be up to the many people are interested 
students to look on the of- yet. This is shown by the 
fice window or there could few people who show up for 
be an announcement the games and leave after 
made. Another, a the first one, even though 
parent/teacher could we play five. This lack of 
"man" the flower table and crowd support does have 
hand them out. I know of an effect on the players, 
one parent who would be even though some may 
willing to do this action. consider it minute. When a 
Finally, if worst came to team gets down, en­
worst the flower shops couragement always helps 
could call and relay the to bring them back up. 
names of people receiving Much of this encourage­
flowers, there could be an ment comes from the 
announcement at the end coaches and the team­
of the day and the students mates on the bench, but 
would be responsible to go they can't do it all. If they 
and get them. do, as they practically do 

Either way I feel we all now, they won't have the 
should think about the alter- · voices to communicate on 
natives of this new policy. the floor. Encouragement 
Can we as a school really and cheering are things 
make it without the that are needed and 
business comminity's desired. Quiet crowds don't 
support? help at all. What our 
Sara Anderson volleyball team needs is a 

crowd that will come to their 
games and cheer them on, 

Dear Editor, 
As you know, sports is a 

big part of our school. We 
have many atheletes who 
participate and enjoy 
themselves very much. We 
also know that there are 
several sports that do not 
get much recognition. One 
of these sports is volleyball. 
Yes, I know that it's a new 

boost their spirits, and tell 
them "good job" when the 
game is over, whether we 
won or not. I hope that 
everyone will cheer on our 
team next year, since this 
season is almost over. The 
support is appreciated and 
needed by every member of 
the team. 

Sincerely, 
Lehla Smith 
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Thrills make ice fishing a popular pastime 
By Mary Hatch 

A lone figure sits in the 
wind that burns flesh with 
its icy blows. The ice the 
man is standing on begins 
to tremble with the sense of 
enthusiasm as the fight 
begins, the fight between 
man and beast. The excite­
ment is ice-fishing, the 
sport of the season. 

Through the long winters 
of South Dakota many 
students and faculty at 
Riggs enjoy the popular 
winter sport of ice-fishing, 
even though many have dif­
ficulty catching any fish. 
"To be honest," replied 
senior Dave Mickelson, "I 
have never caught a fish 
while ice-fishing!'' 

The excitement of the 
catch is obviously not the 
only reason for someone to 
brave the icy winds to fish. 
"I go ice-fishing to get away 
from all the people in town. 
There isn't anyone out 

there making a lot of noise. 
It's quiet and peaceful," 
said Senior Brad 
Maskovich. 

The peace of the out­
doors doesn't always en­
sure . the security that 
nothing amusing will hap­
pen. While out fishing, 
Mickelson recalls, " a fish 
jumped up through the hole 
in the ice and nearly hit Jeff 
Gromer in the face. Well, at 
least it startled him." 

Falling through the ice is 
a serious but humorous 
happening to those who 
have experienced it. These 
are the events that sport­
smen look back at as the 
memories of their youth. 

There are few if any ex­
penses that correspond 
with ice-fishing. "All you 
need is a string with a hook 
attached to it and bait," 
said junior Shannon Coyle. 

The main reason for the 
sport is for something to do. 
"During the winter time," 
said senior Mark McIntire, 

Governors end season 
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FAST BREAK ... Senior Chris Carlson goes up for the shot against the Bucks. 
(Photo by Kris Hansen) 

best shot." By Jvonne Heard 
The team has been com­

petitive for the last part of 
the season. 

Coach Judson com­
mented that '' Aberdeen has 
been number one . in the 
state and all through the 
season. We just gave it our 

They ended the season 
with a 6-12 record and a 
0-12 ESD record.
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March Sports Calendar 

Basketball - Region II "AA" 
Basketball - State "AA" Tournament - Sioux 
Falls 
Varsity Track at Aberdeen 

March Events Calendar 
Parenty-Teacher Conferences, K-12 

Spring Break - No School 

End of Third Quarter 

Senior High Choral Festival 

SAT 

"there isn't much to do out­
doors. Ice-fishing is fun and 
relaxing." 

Some students started 
fishing with their parents 
and have been fishing ever 
since. "I've been fishing for 
about ten years." said 
junior Qean Schreiber, 
"When I was younger I 

would go out with my dad." 
For Coyle the ice isn't the 

big thrill. "I like to fish and 
a hole in the ice is the only 
open water." 

The task, some have ad­
mitted, is not that hard to 
do. The hardest part is get­
ting to the spot you want. 
"It's easy, you just watch a 

bobber," said Coyle. 
Perhaps the enjoyment 

of the sport isn't the "thrill 
of the fight between man 
and beast" but the times 
spent with friends and the 
times of peace with oneself. 
As senior Bob Hanten puts 
it, "I enjoy ice-fishing 
because I enjoy fishing." 

Sports Beat \)e\\i&t�\ "�(b_�, <' .
�ll'l\ ,,:#, 
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By Brian Oakland 

I would like all those peo­
ple who know anything 
about the Major League 
Baseball Lockout to please 
inform me on what's going 
on because there's got to 
be something done about it. 

It seems that there is vir­
tually no hope for a tradi­
tional Opening Day, an 
event that baseball fans 
everywhere await over a 
long winter, but that's about 
all that anyone knows about 
this lockout. What is a 
lockout anyway? I've heard 
it's kind of like a strike, but 
it just isn't the same thing. 
Okay, whatever! 

For months now, since 
the Athletics swept the 
Giants in the World Series, 
representatives of the 
baseball owners and of the 
players have been feuding 
about something or other 
having to do with 
something else either 
related to the subject of 
conversation or possibly 
wav out of line. This 

represents the cloud of con­
fusion hovering over the 
baseball world. 

However, I for one am 
willing to place the blame 
on the CBS television net­
work for causing this com­
motion. If they would not 
have earned the exclusive 
television rights to Major 
League Baseball regular 
season, post-season, and 
World Series Games from 
NBC, who's to say that 
Spring Trianing wouldn't be 
going on right now? 

In the meantime, it might 
be wise for those of us who 
wait for the baseball season 
to start to find something 
else on TV to watch. Such 
events as NBA Basketball 
will be around for a while, 
but when that ends in June, 
we might need to settle for 
waterskiing, or possibly that 
karate-type boxing sort of 
thing, or maybe even NCAA 
womens' lacrosse which 
always produces real 
thrillers. 

Another possibility for 

viewing pleasure might be 
Canadian football which, 
after the Super Blowout, 
just might be as exciting. 
But the fact still remains 
that ''football north of the 
border" just can't replace 
'' American favorite 
pastime." 

I must say that the winter 
was long, as the baseball 
season approached, but 
the summer might last even 
longer if we don't get a 
chance to see the Braves 
get blown out, or to see Kir­
by Puckett slap another 
base hit up the middle, or to 
hear Harry Caray's ever­
popular renditions of "Take 
Me Out To The Ball 
Game." 

With all these facts and 
possible replacements for 
baseball, it is easily seen 
that summer just wouldn't 
be the same without it. I 
suggest that we just let the 
"Boys of Summer" make 
their summer living, earning 
a mere $3 million a year, 
and everyone will be happy. 

Wrestlers place at state 
By Jvonne Heard 

The wrestlers hit the mat 
for one last time this season 
at the state meet held in 
Rapid City. The wrestlers 
who qualified for state were 
Jeramy Jay in the 103 
weight class; Chris Herr, 
112, 8th in the state; Scott 
Wharton, 118; Shad Riggle, 
125; Willy Zeller, 130; Mike 

Hermanson, 135; Trevor 
Weibe, 140, placed 5th in 
state; Troy Weibe, 145; 
Jason Schipper, 152, plac­
ed 5th in state; Brad Thor­
son, 160, place 1st at state; 
Brian Spoonmore, 171; and 
Tom Stotts, heavy weight. 

The overall team placed 
5th at state. When asked 
how the team did, Bryant 

said, "Our goal was to 
place in the top five, and it 
was accomplished. They. 
were quite happy about 
Thorson's finish along with 
everyone else's. I feel we 
had a very good weekend 
and season." 

The team is looking for­
ward to another good 
season next year. 
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TEENAGERS. 

By Mary Hatch

Imagine yourself alone, 
pregnant, and abandoned 
by your family and friends. 
Your family will have 
nothing to do with you and 
the school where you at­
tend has asked you to leave 
because your pregnancy is 
disruptive to the other 
students. About twenty 

. years ago this was the 
situation a pregnant 
teenager faced. Today 
"society, not just the ad­
ministration, is more open 
to teen pregnancy," states 
Vice-Principal Gary 
Merkwan. 

One of the biggest wor­
ries the administration has 
regarding pregnant teens is 
their emotional welfare. 

While friends usually 
support their friends during 
these hard times, the father 
of the baby has the tenden­
cy to ignore their respon­

sibility, call the girl names, 
or spread rumors about the 
pregnancy. "These are the 
times when we worry," 
says Merkwan. 

The adminstration also 
worries about whether the 
pregnant girl can handle 
the pressure related to the 
pregnancy and school. 
Merkwan recalls that, 
''teachers will often bend 
over backwards to help." 

Though the administra­
tion may worry, pregnant 
teens can cause a problem 
for attendance. Most girls 
who are pregnant will miss 
quite a few days bec�use of 
their pregnancy. Mrs. 
McKeever, the school 
nurse, said, "We realize the 
reasons for the absence 
and try t0 do what we can." 

McKeever states, "We 
want to provide a place for 
support so the student can 
feel comfortable with their 
situation and continue their 
schooling." Pregnant teens 

· may come in, and lay down
in the nurses office when
they are feeling ill. "Its- a
place to come," said
McKeever.

The administration and
the parents work together
to support the teen not just
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at school, but in the com­
munity. The parents are 
asked to inform the office 
when the teen will be ab-
sent, and the administration 
does its part by offering 
guidance and medical ad� 
vice, such as whether the 
girl is seeing a doctor and 
is eating properly. 

The Riggs guidance of­
fice cooperates with Diana 
Melvin, a counselor who 
comes to Riggs on 
Thursdays to provide sup­
port and assistance to preg­
nant and parenting teens in 

completing their education. 
She works with the -girls 
before and after the babies' 
births. Melvin said, "Plac­
ing for adoption or paren­
ting are both exhausting, 
and along with school work 

and employment, the girls 
are physically and mental­
ly drained." 

Melyin worked in 
cooperation with Missouri 
Shores Women's Resource 
Center and the Growing-up 
Together Program at St. 
Mary's Hospital. 
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"A lot of young women 
· feel left o�ut of �ctivities they

- were· previously i_nvolved in.
· Jt'teY.�-: may_ f.eel self­

·consc_ious �f their changing
bodies ·and also feel that
friends don't understand
what they are going

. through, " said Melvin. 
Many times their friends are 
not supportive of their deci­
sions . regarding the 
pregnancy, adoption, 
parenting, or marriage. 
Melvin sees herself as a 
community-based resource 
to advocate the young 
women during their 
pregnancy and after, and 
as a sounding board for all 
the decisions facing the 
teen. 

Though pregnancy is 
often difficult when going to 
school, the administration 
wants to do what they can 
to help the girl so she can 
finish her education. 
Merkwan said, "You need 
a high school degree, and 
we want them to get a fair 
shot at it." 

Many choices available to pregnant teenagers 
By Heather Stulken

Editors Notes: 
Information and quotes 

for this story were taken 
from Mom, I'm Pregnant, by 
Reni Witt. 

Pregnant girls have 
several different options 
available to them, depen­
ding on where they live, 
personal beliefs and 
situations. 

There are five options a 
pregnant teen faces: marry 
or live with the father, keep 
the baby and raise it as a 
single mother, choose 
adoptive parents to raise 
the child, release the baby 
to foster care until the 
mother is better able to 
parent the child, or abort 
the fetus. 

If the relationship bet­
ween both parents of the 
unborn child is stable, mar­
riage is something to 
consider. 

"I got married when I was 
six months pregnant. We 
were very much in love, the 

{ff; baby made us get married 

TEEN FAMILY ... Trent and Carrie Hlnkley spend a quiet afternoon with their 
baby. (Photo by Kris Hansen) 

sooner than we would 
have." 

It may sound romantic, 
but that is not the case in all 
teen marriages. Young 
people don't know 
themselves well and bring 
unreasonable and even im­
possible expectations into 
the marriage. 

·· "Next to ·,getting ·t,reg.-·

nant, getting married was 
the dumbest thing I did. We 
fought all the time. Finally, 
he took off and that was the 
end of our marriage." 

Another option is living 
together. The dangers with 
that are that if a split up oc­
curs, no judge divides fur­
niture or anything the cou­
pre brought into the home 

or bought together. 
If the parents aren't mar­

ried, the child can develop 
emotional problems as it 
gets older. Individual situa­
tions differ and the couple 
may feel it's best for them. 

Parenting as a single 
mother is an option that 
many girls consider. Many 
girls feel ready to be a 
mom; it's their ultimate 
goal. Others resent the 
burden it places on them. 

"I couldn't wait to have 
my baby because I wanted 
my parents to see me as an 
adult.. I was dead after 
coming home from school. 
I needed money, I dreaded 
spending my evening with 
a screaming baby." 

Girls can also choose 
adoption. There are several 
reasons why they would 
make this choice; they feel 
they are too young to have 
a baby and raise it, lack of 
money, and other goals 
they want for the child. 

"I don't believe in abor­
tion, so I had the baby. I 
could never give him the 
things my parents gave me. 

As hard as it was, it was the 
best thing to do for my 
baby." 

Some girls want to keep 
their baby, but can't take 
care of it at the present 
time. In cases like this 
foster care can be provided 
until the mother makes the 
decision of adoption or 
keeping the child. 

Abortion is considered 
when a . pregnant girl 
doesn't want to be pregnant 
and doesn't want a baby. 

Abortions are often done 
in a rash manner because 
they are only available in 
the . early months of 
pregnancy, and many girls 
rush into it without ample 
time to explore all the op­
tions thoroughly. 

Whatever happens, preg­
nant teens do what's best 
for them at-that time. That 
doesn't make ·any of it 
easier though, "The 
hardest part about being 
pregnant is having to make · 
decisions." These deci­
sions often affect the rest of 
their lives. 






